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49 Famous Ancient People for Your Child to Meet

ANCIENT EGYPT

ANCIENT ASSYRIA

ANCIENT BABYLON

King Narmer (Menes)
 First pharaoh of Egypt, unified upper and lower Egypt
Khufu (Cheops)
 Commissioned the Great Pyramid of Giza, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World
Amenhotep IV 
 Changed his name to Akhenaten and introduced the worship of a   
 single god, named Aten
Nefertiti
 The wife of Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) who worshiped the one god, Aten
Thutmose I
 Greatly expanded the borders of Egypt with his conquests
Hatshepsut
 Daughter of Thutmose I, she was one of several women to ever rule Egypt as a Pharaoh
Tutankhamen (King Tut)
 Pharaoh of the New Kingdom whose tomb was discovered in 1922 by archaeologist   
 Howard Carter
Ramses the Great (Ramses II)
 One of the greatest builders and conquerors during the New Kingdom

Hammurabi
 Amorite king of Babylon who was the first to use written laws  
 (Code of Hammurabi) to govern his people
Nebuchadnezzar II
 Built Babylon into one of the most powerful city-states in the  
 region, and created the Hanging Gardens of Babylon

Sargon the Great (Sargon of Akkad)
 A great military leader who established the Akkadian Empire
Ashurbanipal
 Military conqueror who established a great library at his palace in Nineveh
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ANCIENT ISRAEL

ANCIENT INDIA

Noah
 A man who obeyed God and built a massive ark to save his family and animals before   
 the flood 
Abraham
 A patriarch who left his home to settle in the land of Canaan that 
 God promised to him
Jacob
 A patriarch of the Israelites who was the son of Isaac and Rebecca,
 and who had twelve sons who became the leaders of the tribes of Israel
Joseph
 The eleventh son of Jacob who was sold into slavery by his brothers and who rescued   
 his family and people from famine while he was a ruler in Egypt 
Moses
 A lawgiver and prophet who led the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt for forty years on   
 their way to the promised land
Samuel
 A prophet and Hebrew leader who led the Israelites from the time of the judges to a   
 kingdom under Saul
Saul
 The first king of the Kingdom of Israel and Judah, anointed by Samuel
David
 Shepherd who slayed the giant Goliath, anointed by Samuel to become the second king  
 of the united kingdom of Israel 
Solomon
 Son of David, builder of the first Temple in Jerusalem, a very wealthy and wise king of Israel
Daniel
 A Jewish captive of Nebuchadnezzar who serves the king faithfully and survives being   
 thrown in the lion’s den after he disobeys the king’s command to worship a golden idol

  Esther
   A Jewish queen of Persian King Xerxes I, who saves her   
   people from a murderous plot of the king’s advisor Haman
  Jesus
   A Jewish religious leader who claimed to be the Son of God 
   while performing many signs and wonders which included   
   coming back to life three days after being crucified

Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)
 Teacher and religious leader whose beliefs were the foundation of Buddhism
Asoka
 One of India’s notable emperors and conquerors who later converted to Buddhism 
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ANCIENT PERSIA

ANCIENT GREECE & MACEDONIA

Cyrus the Great (Cyrus II)
 Founder of the Achaemenid Empire with a centralized administration and laws that   
 favored its citizens and gave them human rights
Darius the Great (Darius I)
 During his rule at the peak of the Achaemenid Empire, he further    
 organized his empire, developed a monetary system, added roads,  
 and introduced weights and measures
Xerxes the Great (Xerxes I)
 Son of Darius I, he continued with conquests and building projects in   
 his empire

Homer
 Author of the Illiad and the Odyssey
Aesop
 Storyteller and author of a collection of fables that teach truth is a simple way, and are   
 known as Aesop’s Fables
Socrates
 Classical Greek philosopher whose ideas had been recorded only by his students, one of  
 the key influencers of Western philosophy and author of the Socratic method
Hippocrates
 A leader in the discipline of medicine, he is referred to as the “Father of Medicine” and the  
 author of the Hippocratic Oath
Pericles
 Leader of the Peloponnesian War, promoter of the arts and  literature in Athens
Plato
 Leading philosopher in Athens of the Platonist school of thought, and founder of the   
 Academy, the first center of higher learning in the Western World
Aristotle
 A master of philosophy and father of Western philosophy whose writings covered   
 many subjects from physics and logic, to economics, rhetoric, politics and poetry
Pythagoras
 An Ionian Greek philosopher who made many scientific and mathematical discoveries, one  

 of which was the Pythagorean theorem
  Herodotus
   Author of The Histories, and first historian to collect information  
   in a systematic way, he is often called the “Father of History”

  Alexander the Great
   King of Macedon who spent most of his time conquering   
   neighboring lands to create an empire from Greece to India
  Cleopatra
   Last ruler of the Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt
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ANCIENT CHINA

ANCIENT ROME & CARTHAGE

Lei Zu
 Legendary Chinese empress who was believed to have been the first to produce silk by  
 raising silkworms, and the inventor of the silk loom
Huangdi
 Also called the Yellow emperor, and husband of Lei Zu, who created   
the Chinese calendar, administered a centralized state and was a patron   
of the arts
Qin Shi Huangdi
 Greatly expanded the boundaries of China, commissioned the 
 Great Wall of China and a national road system, and constructed a    
mausoleum with the Terracotta Army to guard it
Confucius
 Chinese philosopher and teacher who authored many texts and founded     
 Confucianism

Hannibal
 A great military commander of ancient Carthage who is know for bringing his war   
 elephants and army over the Pyrenees and Alps into Northern Italy
Julius Caesar
 A key Roman general, counsel, and statesman who contributed to the rise of the   
 Roman Empire and was assassinated by a group of Roman senators

  Pompey
   A successful military leader in the late Roman Republic who   
   became a counsel and leader in Roman politics
  Octavian (Caesar Augustus)
   Adopted by his great uncle, Julius Caesar, he was the first   
   emperor of the Roman Empire who initiated the Pax Romana  
   (Roman Peace)  
  Augustine (Augustine of Hippo)
   Christian philosopher and theologian who influenced Western  
   Christianity and philosophy with his works Confessions and   

     The City of God


